THE EMPIRE OF THE MOGULS

Nawabs, and in accordance with the terms of the treaty
made at the date of conquest.
In the conquered territories directly administered by
the Mogul government the Padishah was the sole pro-
prietor of the soil. He gave lands at will, as revenues
for life, to his feudatories, and on their deaths continued
them to their heirs or re-granted them to new men. Such
grants were called jagirs, and they were given to men for
distinguished service to the Crown, The feudatory had
no power to dispose of his lands; he simply received the
Government share of the produce from the zamindar, or
landowner, who in turn was paid rent by the cultivator,
or ryot. The ryot retained the right of selling or
bequeathing his holding, subject to the rent due to the
Padishah or to the feudatory. The East India Company
held their first settlements at Madras and Calcutta as
zamindars, and paid rent as such to the Nawabs.
In the collection of the revenue there was the greatest
conflict of interests. Each public official tried to squeeze
money out of the one next below him. The consequence
was that the ryot tried to cheat the zamindar by keep-
ing back part of his harvest, and the zamindar the
revenue collector. The Nawab retained part of the
revenue of his district, and the Subadar and his Diwan
were frequently in collusion to defraud the Imperial
Treasury. Few men could resist the temptation to
appropriate some of the money that passed through
their hands. The system of giving presents was uni-
versal ; no one could approach a superior or present a
petition without making a propitiatory offering. Every
one bribed when he had an object to attain, and money
could purchase absolution for the foulest crimes.